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On behalf of the Elkhart County Health De-
partment, I am pleased and proud to present 
our 2004 Annual Report.  
 
During 2004, we continued with our mission 
“To promote a healthy life and environment 
through education, service and community 
involvement.”   There were some challenges 
during the year, but I’m happy to report that 
thanks to dedicated, hard-working staff mem-
bers and creative management, we rose up to 
meet them. 
 
2004 saw changes in some areas including Vital 
Records, where it became apparent that stricter 
identification requirements would be necessary 
when issuing birth certificates to prevent fraud.   
 
The gymnasium in our Lincoln Center building 
underwent extensive renovation in the spring 
and was transformed from a boxing club into a 
large conference room. The ribbon was offi-
cially cut during a ceremony held on April 28 th 
unveiling the new Mildred C. Neff Conference 
Center.   Mildred Neff‘s concern for those less 
fortunate than herself became the driving force 
behind the establishment of the present Elkhart 
County Health Department.  She was instru-
mental in the founding of the Health Depart-
ment and served on the Board of Health for 33 
years. Although Mrs. Neff passed away in 
2002, her children and some of her grandchil-
dren were present for the unveiling.    
 

Dedication of Mildred C. Neff Conference Center 
 

Standing beside a portrait of their mother are 
son Rene Neff and his wife, Sue on the left, and 
daughter Thyra Metzler and her husband Lowell  

on the right 
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“Dedicated to a Healthful 
Life and Environment” 

The conference center is available for use by 
governmental entities and not-for-profit agen-
cies and can be rented by contacting the Health 
Education Division at 574-523-2116.   
 
The Health Department’s All Emergencies Pre-
paredness Plan was again a priority for the de-
partment and work continued on it throughout 
the year.  It is constantly being updated and 
practiced as often as possible both through 
planned events and actual events that arise that 
can be used for experience.  One such experi-
ence was in the fall when we were informed 
that the flu vaccine supply was drastically re-
duced due to Chiron’s license being suspended 
and the vaccine that we did receive was to be 
distributed only to individuals who met certain 
criteria.  Flu clinics were set up according to 
the plan and ran very smoothly. 
 
As part of our emergency planning, we were 
very excited this year to host a conference in 
our new Neff Conference Center with the key-
note speaker being MaryAnn Marrocolo, who 
was the Director of Mitigation and Recovery 
for the clean up of the Twin Towers in New 
York City.  Ms. Marrocolo provided insight 
into the situations and problems that were en-
countered during the recovery process and the 
creative ways that they dealt with them. 
 
Another accomplishment in our preparedness 
planning was the installation of a generator in 
the Lincoln Center Building. We felt this was a 
priority because our command center will most 
likely be set up in this building during an event 
of sizeable proportions.   
 
Cellular phones were purchased for members 
of the emergency preparedness, PIO (Public 
Information Officer) and management teams in 
an attempt to assure communications.   
 
Using funds from the bioterrorism grant, a 
Public Health Coordinator was hired to take 
the lead in the department’s emergency plan-
ning.  However, we apparently did such a 
good job of selecting her that the State hired 
her away from us shortly afterward. 
 
The establishment of a Medical Reserve Corps 
in Elkhart County was another highlight.  Staff  

Nurse Kathy Overholt recognized the potential  
benefits that the County could derive from a 
Medical Reserve Corps and was an important 
part of getting the Elkhart County Medical Re-
serve Corps (MRC) up and running. She found 
out about the MRC back in 2003 at a Homeland 
Security Conference in Michigan. She then 
brought the idea back to Elkhart County and 
pursued it until it became a reality in March 
2004. She helped to recruit an advisory board 
and promote the idea in the community to get 
support.  We are in the process of recruiting 
medical volunteers and anyone interested may 
contact the Health Department for additional 
information. 
 
Work continued on the lead poisoning preven-
tion program with the continued coordinated 
effort between the Healthy Beginnings, Commu-
nity Health Nursing and Environmental Health 
Services Divisions.  The South Bend Medical 
Foundation again provided testing of blood sam-
ples at no charge to either the children or the 
Health Department.  231 tests were run, and the 
South Bend Medical Foundation wrote off 
$11,735.00, for which we are extremely grateful.  
Many of these families have no means of paying 
for these tests, but due to the generosity of the 
South Bend Medical Foundation, these children 
are getting this vital testing done. 
 
The Elkhart County Health Department was cho-
sen to be the lead agency in the seven-county 
District 2 Alliance during the year following 
some reorganization within the St. Joseph 
County Health Department.  This seems to be a 
logical transition as the State Department of 
Health’s bioterrorism component for the District 
is housed within our department. 
 
We continue to provide breast and cervical can-
cer screening to income-eligible women over the 
age of 40 through the BCCP program that was 
started in 2003. I provide the medical screening 
myself for  these clinics on Fridays. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    
 

  Aixsa Pérez, MD 
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ACTIVITIES 
 
Live births 
 Males    1,623 
 Females                 1,522 
Stillbirths        38 
Home Births         81 
Twins (sets)         31 
Birth Certificates Issued                   9,965 
Birth Verifications       60 
Legitimations        32 
Adoptions       108 
Court Order Determining 
 Parentage     142 
Corrections        86 
Paternity        32 
Deaths    1,508 
Death Certificates Issued                  9,515 
Genealogies      267 
Animal Bites      339 

Vital Records had an increase in the num-
ber of births and deaths in Elkhart County 
in 2004 compared to 2003.  There were 
also increases in genealogy, court orders, 
paternities, corrections and legitimations 
and adoptions.  There was a decrease in the 
number of deaths and birth certificates is-
sued in 2004. 
 
Fortunately there was also a big decrease in 
suicides from 20 in 2003 to 12 in 2004.  
Cerebrovascular disease and cancer con-
tinue to be the leading causes of death for 
citizens in Elkhart County. 
 
The Goshen office received 339 animal 
bite reports in 2004 which compares to 401 
in 2003. Eleven specimens were sent to the 
Indiana State Department of Health for ra-
bies testing. None of the animals tested 
positive for rabies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birth Certificates Issued 

Death Certificates Issued 

Home Birth Registrations 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

 TOTAL  10560 10279 10648 11231  9965 

ELKHART 7379 6950 7075 7327 5807 

GOSHEN 3181 3329 3573 3904 4158 

GOSHEN %  30% 32% 33% 35% 42% 

ELKHART %  70% 68% 66% 65% 58% 

 
 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

TOTAL  10776 9977 10795 10030  9515 

ELKHART 7168 6659 7284 6750 6470 

GOSHEN 3608 3318 3511 3280 3045 

GOSHEN %  33% 33% 32% 33% 32% 

ELKHART %  67% 67% 68% 67% 68% 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

TOTAL  61 38 42 58 81 

ELKHART 0 3 7 6 3 

GOSHEN 61 35 24 32 51 

MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL 

NOT 
TRACKED  

NOT 
TRACKED  

NOT 
TRACKED  

20 27 

GOSHEN % 100% 92% 57% 55% 63% 

“Dedicated to a Healthful 
Life and Environment” 
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Cause of Death by Age Group 

Cause of Death Total 65+ 45-64 35-44 25-34 1-24 <1 

AIDS 2  1 1    

Alzheimers 53 52 1     

Auto/Vehicle 20 4 4 5 2 5  

Alcohol 6 2 1 2 1   

Cancer 315 217 89 5 2 2  

Cerebrovascular 594 497 76 12 3 6  

Coroner pending 7 1 3  2 1  

Diabetes Mellitus 21 17 3  1   

Drowning 4    1 2 1 

Drug Overdose 10 1 4 2 2 1  

Gastrointestinal 10 9   1   

Hepatic 2 1    1  

Homicide 3 1    2  

Infant Death/Newborn 11      11 

Injuries/All Causes 10 3 2 1 3 1  

Infectious Disease 31 20 10 1    

Liver Failure 12 1 9 1 1   

Multi-Organ Failure 2 2      

Neurological 22 17 2 3    

Pneumonia/Influenza 54 44 8   1 1 

Pulmonary 102 75 25   1 1 

Renal 37 33 2   1 1 

SIDS 1      1 

Stillbirths 36      36 

Suicide 12 1 6 2 3   

Other 131 99 22 3 1 6  
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Childhood Immunization Visits by Month 2004
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Adult and Travel Immunization Visits by Month 2004
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School Health Screens Referrals for Further 
Testing in 2004

Hearing
30%

Vision, 54%

Scoliosis 
16%

Total referrals 132 
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Sexually Transmitted Disease Summary 

Seen at ECHD STD Clinic by diagno-
sis/ treatment:  

% of 
county 
reports  

Age 
10-14 

Age 
15-19 

Age 
20-24 

Age 
25-29 

Age 
30 + 

2004 
total  

2003 
total  

                  
Gonorrhea (GC) Female  24%   9 6 2 3  20      19 

Gonorrhea           Male   52%   9 18 3 3  33      33 
Chlamydia (CT) Female 11%   20 22 10 9  61      54 

Chlamydia      Male  66%   28 38 25 20 111      73 
Exposure GC treated, lab neg or ND           36  30 

Exposure CT treated              204    142 
Referral GC treated                14        4 
Referral CT treated                66      38 

Syphilis Early, Female                  0        0 
Syphilis Early, Male  secondary                 1        0 

Syphilis referral treat                  5        0 
Syphilis exposure treat                  0        1 

Syphilis Other                  3        0 
Nongonococcal Urethritis                49      44 

Contact NGU                17      29 
Trichomoniasis               73      64 
Contact Trich.               37      33 

Vulvovaginal candidiasis               15        8 
Bacterial Vaginosis               27      37 

Lice                 1        0 
Scabies                 3        5 

Human Papillomavirus (1st)               47      40 
Repeat HPV treatment             113      na 

Herpes               13      11 
Hepatitis  B Vaccine:             398    147 
Hepatitis AB Vaccine             106      21 

VFC Hepatitis Vaccine (age <19)               21        3 
Patient Visits STD Clinic    7 289 547 317  555 1715  1459 

Morbidity GC/CT by age/visits   - 23% 15% 13%   6%    13%   12% 
                  

STD reports, all Sources Elkhart 
County  

% pos. 
through 
ECHD 

              

Gonorrhea Total  (female =83  male 
=64) 

  36% 1 52 57 19 18 147 111 

Chlamydia Total  (female= 536 
male=169) 

  24% 6 264 243 116 74 705 625 

Syphilis, Early               1   0 
Syphilis, Other               5  1 
HIV reactors   40%            10 11 
STD cases closed              1336 1036 

na = not collected 
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Reportable Communicable Disease Summary 
2000- 2004  

  
DISEASE REPORT BY NAME  

OF CASE 

  
TOTAL  

2004 

  
TOTAL  

2003 

   
TOTAL 
     2002 

  
 TOTAL 
   2001 

  
TOTAL  

2000 

  
5 YEAR 

AVERAGE  

ENTERIC   PARASITIC DISEASES             
LISTERIOSIS 2 1 0 0 - - 
CAMPYLOBACTER 22 23 14 19 19 19 
AMEBIASIS 1         - 
SALMONELLOSIS 15 17 13 15 5 13 
SHIGELLOSIS 1 6 7 3 38 11 
E.COLI:157 1 2 4 2 2 2 
CRYPTOSPORIDIUM 4 0 3 2 2 2 
CLOSTRIDIUM PERFRINGENS 1 2 1 - - - 
HEPATITIS             
HEPATITIS A 4 4 5 13 5 6 
HEPATITIS B  (carrier) 25 19 20 24 18 21 
HEPATITIS B (New IGM+) 5 5 4 Na Na - 
HEPATITIS C ANTIBODY REACT 77 81 97 76 70 80 

MENINGITIS/ INVASIVE DISEASE              
HAEMOPHILUS 5 1 1 2 5 3 
MENINGOCOCCAL 1 1 0 1 4 1 
STREP A INVASIVE 6 7 5 5 - - 
STREP B INVASIVE 7 1 5     - 
STREP PNEUMONIAE INVASIVE 13 18 26 26 25 22 

VIRAL MENINGITIS, ENCEPHALITIS              
VIRAL MENINGITIS 7 18 4 4 0 7 
VIRAL ENCEPHALITIS not WN 0  0 0 1 0 <1 
 WEST NILE INFECTION 1 1 23 - - - 
VACCINE PREVENTABLE Childhood             
MUMPS 0 0 0 0 0 0 
PERTUSSIS 4 1 3 1 2 2 
PARAPERTUSSIS 4 0 0 0 0 - 
RUBEOLA (MEASLES) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
RUBELLA 0 0 0 0 0 0 

OTHER COMMUNICABLE              
MALARIA 1 1 1 1 0 <1 
TUBERCULOSIS DISEASE 3 6 10 6 1 5 
LEPROSY 0 1 1     - 
LYME DISEASE 4 1 3 1 0 2 
RABIES IN ANIMALS (BATS) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
STD REPORTABLES             
GONORRHEA 146 107 172 274 257 191 
CHLAMYDIA 703 596 613 523 469 580 
SYPHILIS, EARLY 1 0 1 0 1 <1 
HIV INFECTION 10 11 13 8 9 10 
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Tuberculosis Client Visits  2004
Total Visits 2271

Medication
10%

Home visits
3%

Skin testing and 
reading

87%

Skin testing and reading Medication Home visits
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TB Case Review Summary 
  

Case Review by TB 
Clinician by group  

  
Preventive  
Isoniazid  

  
Preventive  
Rifampin  

  

  
Treatment  
3-4 drug  

  
No Treat-

ment  

  
2004 

  
2003 

Exposed, not positive, 
Class I 

       
9 

 
 9 

 
 0 

Positive reactor, Class, 
II 

 
37 

 
12 

   
13 

 
62 

 
172 

TB Disease, Class III           
4 

   
4 

 
 4 

Total   reviewed for 
medication 2004  

 
37 

 
12 

 
4 

 
22 

 
75 

 
176 
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� TB Screening Summary  

  
TB tests given by 

group  

  
Negative  

  
Positive  

Percent 
Positive of 
those read  

  
Total 
2004 

  
Total  
2003 

Contacts to TB case       34 1 3%         42 667 

Immigration       70 5 7%         79 155 

HIV related          1 1             3  1 

General, at Clinic      469 3 <0.5 %         94 530 

General, off site      372 1 <0.5 %       418 381 

Other  (referred)   1             1   

Total    997 12       1038 1734 
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Environmentalist III Gabe Cameron conducting 
a commercial pool review 
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Health Education    2004                     

                 
Community 
Programs 
  13 16 25 22 17 23 11 23 29 25 20 10 234 
#'s attending 
  
  209 302 475 418 210 407 108 259 393 285 447 82 3595 
School 
Programs 
  42 83 49 19 22 2 0 1 12 29 44 52 355 
#'s attending 
  
  1434 2979 1750 769 1155 94 0 20 363 1322 1142 1823 12851 
Programs, 
Training Attended 
by staff 5 4 5 4 4 7 8 6 10 7 13 6 79 
Fairs/ 
Special Events 
  1 5 12 11 8 3 6 5 8 11 3 2 75 
#'s attending 
  
  0 81 3452+ 1599 1711 67 31014 895 7076 1802 470 370 48537+ 
Meetings 
Attended 
  42 36 41 29 41 42 35 41 39 40 36 47 469 
Satellite Programs 
Offered 
  3 6 10 3 8 3 5 6 6 6 4 6 66 
#'s attending 
People requested 
tapes 6 17 17 11 10 19 11 19 11 11 11 29 172 
Child Passenger 
seats/ 
Booster Distributed 15 3 

3  in-
come-

plete 29 44 16 16 27 38 37 21 24 270 
Helmets 
Distributed 
  1 1 65 0 22 42 5 4 9 25 1 0 175 
Contacts/ 
Coordination 
  389 386 353 381 461 337 297 494 502 406 347 220 4573 
Assisted with 
Programs 
  0 0 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Media Contacts 
  
  16 10 23 17 13 11 23 23 6 12 2 3 159 
Volunteer Hours 
  34.5 31.5 33 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 99 
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Life and Environment” 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Elkhart County Health Department Mission State-
ment: “Promoting a healthful life and environment  

through education, service and community involve-
ment.” 
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